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B.S. 1983 JAMES MADISON UNIVERSITY, Harrisonburg, Virginia. Bachelor of Science, 
Magna Cum Laude with distinction. 1979-83. Majors in economics and English. 
 
Ph.D. 1989 THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN. Ph.D. in economics, with fields 
in natural resource economics, public finance and mathematical economics. 1983-89. 
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1995-Present ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, Division of Marine Affairs, Rosenstiel School 
of Marine and Atmospheric Science, University of Miami. Tenured, with a secondary 
appointment in the Economics Department. Fellow, Cooperative Institute for Marine and 
Atmospheric Studies. 
 
11/89-7/95 ENVIRONMENTAL ECONOMIST, Natural Resources and the Environment 
Division, Economic Research Service, U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
 
Editorial Councils for Journal of Environmental Economics and Management and 
Journal of Agricultural and Applied Economics. Reviewer for many others. 
 
CURRENT INTERESTS 
 
David Letson focuses on natural resource economics and the economics of extreme 
weather and climate. He participates in a multi-disciplinary evaluation of climate 
forecasting for agricultural and water resources management in the southeastern US 
and Argentina, as part of the Southeastern Climate Consortium, representing six 
universities (Alabama-Huntsville, Auburn, Georgia, Miami, Florida and Florida State). 
The SECC receives support from NOAA, the National Science Foundation and USDA. 
He is also a member of NOAA’s Hurricane Forecast Social and Economic Working 
Group, convened by the National Weather Service and the Office of Atmospheric 
Research to develop a hurricane social science research agenda.  
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